
  

 

HOLY EUCHARIST | THE WORD OF GOD  

Music pages are indicated in blue and can be found near the back of the bulletin.  
 

Prelude  Mary Rest Your Gentle Head            D. Waters 
Lisa Logan-Roussell and Sadie Roussell, soloists  

Welcome 

Entrance Hymn  Exult You Just Ones             M-1 

Opening Acclamation             BCP 355 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

Song of Praise  Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                  T. Ken/L. Bourgeois/arr. E. Tich 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Praise God above ye heavnly host. 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the 

dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who  
humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Reading  Please be seated.       Jeremiah 31:7-14 

Thus says the LORD: 

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

proclaim, give praise, and say, 
"Save, O LORD, your people,  
the remnant of Israel." 
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See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

among them the blind and the lame, those with child and 
those in labor, together;  
a great company, they shall return here. 

With weeping they shall come, 
and with consolations I will lead them back, 

I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

for I have become a father to Israel, 
and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 
and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock." 

For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 

over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

their life shall become like a watered garden, 
and they shall never languish again. 

Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 
and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

I will turn their mourning into joy, 
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 

I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 

 says the LORD. 

Lector   The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm  Read in unison.                      Psalm 84 

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! * 
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

2 The sparrow has found her a house 
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 
by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, 
my King and my God. 

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 
they will always be praising you. 
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4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

6 They will climb from height to height, * 
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

7 LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
hearken, O God of Jacob. 

8 Behold our defender, O God; * 
and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, * 
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

10 For the LORD God is both sun and shield; * 
he will give grace and glory; 

11 No good thing will the LORD withhold * 
from those who walk with integrity. 

12 O LORD of hosts, * 
happy are they who put their trust in you! 

 
The Second Reading  Please be seated.      Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children 
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace 
that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 
I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come 
to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to 
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe. 

Lector   The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel Hymn   Go Tell It On The Mountain                 M-2 

The Gospel of the Lord  Please stand.              John 1:10-18 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who  
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
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And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a  
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom 
I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’” From his  
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is 
close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.  
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon  Please be seated.                           The Rev. Ann Ritonia 

The Nicene Creed  Please stand as you are able; said by all.  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he  
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through 
the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

Prayers of the People Remain standing.       
The Lector and People pray responsively. At the conclusion of each petition,  
Lector  From his fullness; 
People  we have all received, grace upon grace. 

The Peace   Remain standing. 

Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Birthday & Anniversary Blessings 

Announcements 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory Sentence 
But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
                    Hebrews 13:15, 16 

Offertory 
Text “SJEC” to 73256 or donate at www.stjohnsec.org/give.  

Offertory Hymn  We Three Kings, vs. 1-3            M-3 

Eucharistic Prayer B   Remain standing as you are able. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your 
only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made 
perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be  
delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus  St. John’s Sanctus                P.A. Newman 
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The Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us 
from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into 
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; 
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People  
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

Celebrant 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine.  

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament 
of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, 
that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of 
time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with St. John and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author 
of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,  
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing, 

Our Father Sung              M-4 

Breaking of the Bread             
Celebrant      Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People           Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
Celebrant Behold what you are;  
People  May we become what we receive.   

Spiritual Communion Prayer  Pray in unison.        

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy  
Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your 
death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. And since I cannot 
receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into 
my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated 
from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.  
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Immediately following the livestream service, Holy Eucharist will be available at the side door of 
the church from 11:30 a.m. – 12 noon. Please stay in your car and wear a mask. 

Communion Anthem  O Holy Night 
Lisa Logan-Roussell and Sadie Roussell, soloists  

The Post-Communion Prayer  Pray together. 
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with  
spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people,  
forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue in the 
risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

The Blessing  

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and 
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and  
remain with you always. Amen. 

Closing Hymn  Joy to the World , vs. 1, 2, and 4         M-5 

Dismissal 
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God.  

Postlude  Beautiful Star of Bethlehem             Adger McDavid Pearce R. Fisher Boy  

Reflection  

Welcome to St. John’s on the Second Sunday after Christmas.  Today we hear the second half 
of John’s prologue where he uses imagery of light and darkness.   To live as people in the light, it 
often means stirring up controversy. It means calling attention to things others may not want to 
see in response to the love of God for us and the light within. This is why we need each other, 
people of like mind and faith who will stand together as people of the light.  It is not easy to live 
in the light.  It often means standing our as one in the hot seat, when many would prefer life in 
the cooler shadows of non-commitment.  As you consider what it means to live in the light of 
God, you are invited to reflect on the following: 
 

1.  If truth is found in the light, why is it often so difficult to be honest?   
2.  Where is there darkness in your life that is need of Christ’s light? 
3.  How can you be Christ’s light in the world this year? 
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Then Jesus said, “Come to me all of 
you who are weary and carry heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest.” 
   

                             ~Matthew 11:28 

PRAYER LIST 

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Alma, Autumn Aje, Beverly Baker, Jacyn Baker, William Eric Boin, Kelly Brown, Cathy, Oliver Chang, 
Melissa Chavez, Teddy Clarke, Diane, Jeffrey Edmonds, Leslie Edmonds, Steven Edmonds, June Elder, 
Amy Gebhard, George, Tom Goetting, Frank Grondahl, James Grubb, Jennette & Richard Hamilton,  
The Rev. Randy Haycock, Natalie Cox Hennes, Chris Jones, Kathy & Joe, Kathryn & Jim, James Kreckel, 
Cathy Kulpinski, Amy Lederer Shapiro, Nancy Maestri, Emily Mello, Carol Mello, Tom & Pat Merson, 
Michael, Charles Miller, Bob Monkouski, Jerry O’Neill, Beblon Parks, Famebridge Payne, Pete Riker, 
Marilyn Scala, Heather Schwenk, Shirley & Jack, Pam Sikora, Kim & Rodney Smith, Lauren Smith,  
Wallace Stebbins, Bettie Sullivan, Joell Szachara, Karin Tourtellotte, Jim & Verity Truby, Michael Turmala, 
Jennifer Turner, James Vanderheiden, Chris Walsh, Sr., and Allen "Mitch" Wright. 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED:  Charlotte Holland 

FOR THOSE IN HARM'S WAY: Jonas Kelsall, Keith Scharnhorst, Barry Weimer, Kristina Randazzo, Chris 
Peterson, Mike Jackson, and Scott Geist. 

Our community shares the compassion of prayer with members and beyond. To have someone included on 
our prayer list, you may: Contact the Parish Office by phone; or email your prayer request to Tracey Stone 
at tstone@stjohnsec.org. Names will remain on the prayer list for 30 days. After the initial 30 days, if you 
wish to have a name stay on the list, please re-submit your request. 
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M-1 
Entrance Hymn  Exult You Just Ones         Roc O’Connor/adapt. E. Tich 
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M-2 
The Gospel Hymn  Go Tell It On The Mountain       Go Tell It On The Mountain  
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M-3 
Offertory Hymn  We Three Kings, vs. 1-3          Three Kings of Orient 
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Sung as a call and response. Congregation sings words in parentheses.   

Our Father (Our Father) 

Who art in heaven (Who art in heaven) 

Hallowed be Thy name (Hallowed be Thy name) 

  

Thy kingdom come (Thy kingdom come) 

Thy will be done (Thy will be done) 

On earth (On earth) 

As it is in heaven (As it is in heaven) 

 

Give us this day (Give us this day) 

The food we need (The food we need) 

And forgive our sins (And forgive our sins) 

As we forgive tose (As we forgive those) 

Who sin against us all (Who sin against us all) 

 

And lead us not (And lead us not) 

Into temptation (Into temptation) 

But deliver us (But deliver us) 

From all evil (From all evil) 

UNISON: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever 

Forever (Forever) 

And ever (And ever) 

UNISON: Hallowed be Thy name. 

Our Father                    Jim Strathdee 

 

M-4 
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M-5 

Closing Hymn Joy to the World, vs, 1, 2, and 4             Antioch 
  



14 

 

Thank you to all who made this worship possible! 

 
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & PARISH DAY SCHOOL 

9120 Frederick Road    Ellicott City, MD 21042 
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www.stjohnsec.org   www.stjohnspds.org 
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Find more worship information at https://www.stjohnsec.org 
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Assistant Rector for Asian Ministries 
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Senior Warden 
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COPYRIGHTS & PERMISSIONS 

All prayers and music are used with copyright  
permission. Selections are taken from: 

The Book of Common Prayer (BCP); the 1982 
Hymnal; Lift Every Voice & Sing Hymnal; and  
The Book of Occasional Services. Each of these  

publications is from Church Publishing Inc., New York. 
Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701375 

and CCLI License #314513, or by permission.  

Class of 2021 
Lauren Brown 
Peace Okoya 
Mike Sullivan 

Kara Zaron 

Class of 2022 
Katie Baughman 
Jackie Cumello 

Mike Runge 
Phil Stackhouse 

Class of 2023 
Ann Corbett 
Vivian Stone 

Eric Tich 
Susan Watts 

Ex-Officio: Ji Su Hong 


