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Music pages are indicated in blue and can be found near the back of the bulletin.  
 

Prelude  Medley of Carols 
Josefine Fahrendorf, piano  

Welcome 

Entrance Hymn  Come Thou Long Expected Jesus           M-1 

Opening Acclamation             BCP 355 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

Hymn of Praise  Kyrie Eleison          Pulkingham  

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your 

Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

The First Reading  Please be seated.           2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

When the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies 
around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but 
the ark of God stays in a tent." Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that you have in mind; for 
the Lord is with you." 

But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus 
says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since 
the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in 
a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever 
speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people 
Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a house of cedar?" Now therefore thus you shall say to 
my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the 
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sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have 
cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of 
the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so 
that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them 
no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give 
you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a 
house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be 
established forever. 

Lector   The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm                  Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 

1 Your love, O Lord, for ever will I sing; * 
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 

2 For I am persuaded that your love is established for ever; * 
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 

3 "I have made a covenant with my chosen one; * 
I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 

4 'I will establish your line for ever, * 
and preserve your throne for all generations.'" 

19 You spoke once in a vision and said to your faithful people: * 
"I have set the crown upon a warrior 
and have exalted one chosen out of the people. 

20 I have found David my servant; * 
with my holy oil have I anointed him. 

21 My hand will hold him fast * 
and my arm will make him strong. 

22 No enemy shall deceive him, * 
nor any wicked man bring him down. 

23 I will crush his foes before him * 
and strike down those who hate him. 

24 My faithfulness and love shall be with him, * 
and he shall be victorious through my Name. 

25 I shall make his dominion extend * 
from the Great Sea to the River. 

26 He will say to me, 'You are my Father, * 
my God, and the rock of my salvation.' 

 



3 

 

The Second Reading  Please be seated.               Romans 16:25-27 

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus 
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now 
disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the 
command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith-- to the only wise God, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 

Lector   The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel Hymn   O Come, O Come Emmanuel                  M-2 

The Gospel of the Lord  Please stand.             Luke 1:26-38 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to 
the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For noth-
ing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 
with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.  
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon  Please be seated.                   The Rev. Joanne Tetrault 

The Nicene Creed  Please stand as you are able; said by all.  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he  
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through 
the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

Prayers of the People Remain standing.       
The Lector and People pray responsively. At the conclusion of each petition,  
Lector  We pray; 
People  Surprise us, Lord.  

Confession    
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence may be kept.  

All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

Absolution 
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
  Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
  in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace   Remain standing. 

Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Farewell to Colleen Citrano 

Announcements 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory Sentence 
But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
                    Hebrews 13:15, 16 

Offertory 
Text “SJEC” to 73256 or donate at www.stjohnsec.org/give.  

Offertory Anthem  Gesu Bambino           Yon/arr. Tornquist 
Sarah Fahrendorf, flute; Jason Largent, piano 
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Eucharistic Prayer C   Remain standing as you are able. 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People   We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Celebrant  God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
People   Glory to you for ever and ever. 

Celebrant  God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
People   Glory to you for ever and ever. 

Celebrant  At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, 
   galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
People   By your will they were created and have their being. 

Celebrant  From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us 
   with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we 
   turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 

People   Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

Celebrant  Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you  
   revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only 
   Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom 
   and peace. 

People   By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 

Celebrant  And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets,  
   apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked 
   to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

Sanctus  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord                     Hurd 

The Celebrant continues 
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the 
Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and 
Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his 
friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me." 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

People  We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 

Celebrant Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our 
  Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us.  
  Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for 
  strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion 
  make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his 
  name. 

People  Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

Celebrant Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, 
  to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, 
  from generation to generation. Amen. 

  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

The Lord’s Prayer  All pray together. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we  
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread             
Celebrant      Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People           Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
Celebrant Behold what you are;  
People  May we become what we receive.   

Spiritual Communion Prayer  Pray in unison.        

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy  
Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your 
death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. And since I cannot 
receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into 
my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated 
from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.  

Immediately following the livestream service, Holy Eucharist will be available at the side door of 
the church from 11:30 a.m. – 12 noon and 1:00 – 1:30 p.m. We will also have consecrated  
Eucharist kits for you to take home for Christmas Eve. 

Communion Anthem  I Wonder as I Wander              John Jacob Niles 
Anna Loomis, soloist 
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The Post-Communion Prayer  Pray together. 
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with  
spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people,  
forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue in the 
risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

The Blessing  

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and 
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and  
remain with you always. Amen. 

Closing Hymn  Once in Royal David's City           M-3 

Dismissal 
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God.  

Postlude  Psallite                 St. John’s Adult Choir 

Reflection  

It’s a time and a season when we’re all in the mood for miracles, and Luke’s Gospel doesn’t  
disappoint! The Gospel for this Fourth Sunday of Advent is part of the beloved and generally 
very familiar “infancy narratives.” But don’t let its familiarity keep you from noticing that it’s full 
of wonder- and awe-inspiring turns! Just ponder and savor each of these: A mysterious angel  
appearing to a young girl (probably an adolescent) in a remote village. Not one, but two, seem-
ingly impossible pregnancies that promise the extraordinary. A young girl’s courage and active 
faith in response to the unexpected, “holy disruption.” And the promise of God’s unbounded love 
and grace. It is indeed a story of hope and possibility for us all. 

This week, you are invited to consider the following: 

1. “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” It can be too easy for our modern-day, rational minds to 
get tied up in the “mechanics of how.” Mary does not dwell on this, but replies, “Let it be so.” 
What areas of your life might benefit from a more open, curious stance? How might you open 
yourself to receiving a miracle?  

2. What does this story tell us about God and who God chooses to call to accomplish the  
extraordinary?  What is special — or ordinary — about Mary? About her cousin Elizabeth?  

3. Think of a time when something seemingly impossible became possible in your life. Where 
was God? How did you respond at first? Did your response change? 
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Then Jesus said, “Come to me all of 
you who are weary and carry heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest.” 
   

                             ~Matthew 11:28 

PRAYER LIST 

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Alma, Autumn Aje, Beverly Baker, Jacyn Baker, William Eric Boin, Kelly Brown, Cathy, Oliver Chang, 
Melissa Chavez, Teddy Clarke, Diane, Jeffrey Edmonds, Leslie Edmonds, Steven Edmonds, June Elder, 
Amy Gebhard, George, Tom Goetting, Frank Grondahl, James Grubb, Jennette & Richard Hamilton, The Rev. 
Randy Haycock, Natalie Cox Hennes, Chris Jones, Kathy & Joe, Kathryn & Jim, James Kreckel, Cathy 
Kulpinski, Amy Lederer Shapiro, Nancy Maestri, Emily Mello, Carol Mello, Tom & Pat Merson, Michael, 
Charles Miller, Bob Monkouski, Jerry O’Neill, Beblon Parks, Famebridge Payne, Pete Riker, Marilyn  
Scala, Heather Schwenk, Shirley & Jack, Pam Sikora, Kim & Rodney Smith, Lauren Smith, Wallace 
Stebbins, Bettie Sullivan, Joell Szachara, Karin Tourtellotte, Jim & Verity Truby, Michael Turmala, Jennifer 
Turner, James Vanderheiden, Chris Walsh, Sr., Vanessa Williams, and Allen "Mitch" Wright. 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED:   William Trieschman; Barbara Rosen 

FOR THOSE IN HARM'S WAY: Jonas Kelsall, Keith Scharnhorst, Barry Weimer, Kristina Randazzo, Chris 
Peterson, Mike Jackson, and Scott Geist. 

Our community shares the compassion of prayer with members and beyond. To have someone included on 
our prayer list, you may: Contact the Parish Office by phone; or email your prayer request to Tracey Stone 
at tstone@stjohnsec.org. Names will remain on the prayer list for 30 days. After the initial 30 days, if you 
wish to have a name stay on the list, please re-submit your request. 
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M-1 
Entrance Hymn  Come Thou Long Expected Jesus         Stuttgart 
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M-2 
Gospel Hymn  O Come, O Come Emmanuel (v.5& 6)          Veni, veni, Emmanuel 
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M-3 

Closing Hymn  Once in Royal David's City               Erby 
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Thank you to all who made this worship possible! 

 
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & PARISH DAY SCHOOL 

9120 Frederick Road    Ellicott City, MD 21042 
Office: 410-461-7793    Clergy On-call Phone: 443-538-2806 

Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Fri. Closed 
www.stjohnsec.org   www.stjohnspds.org 

Sundays, 10:15 a.m.: Livestream Worship on YouTube 
Every Evening, 9:00 p.m.: Compline on Facebook Live 

Find more worship information at https://www.stjohnsec.org 
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The Rev. Ann M. Ritonia 
Rector 

The Rev. Stephen Hagerty 
Associate Rector for Discipleship 

The Rev. Dr. Katrina L. Grusell 
Associate Rector of Pastoral Care 

& UMBC Chaplain 

The Rev. Joanne Tetrault 
Associate Rector for Children’s Ministries  

& Parish Day School Chaplain 

The Rev. Barnabas Lee 
Assistant Rector for Asian Ministries 

The Rev. J. Joseph Hart 
Assisting Clergy 

Mr. Jason Largent 
Director of Music Ministries 

Mr. Eric Tich 
All Saints Hall Music Coordinator 

Ms. Georgi Funderburk 
Director of Youth Ministry 

 

VESTRY 

Ken Wireman 
Senior Warden 

Bob Cecil 
Junior Warden 

Jordan Schlick 
Treasurer  

Emily Murphy 
Registrar 

COPYRIGHTS & PERMISSIONS 

All prayers and music are used with copyright  
permission. Selections are taken from: 

The Book of Common Prayer (BCP); the 1982 
Hymnal; Lift Every Voice & Sing Hymnal; and  
The Book of Occasional Services. Each of these  

publications is from Church Publishing Inc., New York. 
Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701375 

and CCLI License #314513, or by permission.  

Class of 2021 
Lauren Brown 
Peace Okoya 
Mike Sullivan 

Kara Zaron 

Class of 2022 
Katie Baughman 
Jackie Cumello 

Mike Runge 
Phil Stackhouse 

Class of 2023 
Ann Corbett 
Vivian Stone 

Eric Tich 
Susan Watts 

Ex-Officio: Ji Su Hong 


