A NOTE TO PARENTS

The Hebrew Scriptures are like a drama or a symphony, built around a central
theme. That theme is stated when God calls Abraham to leave his people,
become a wanderer, and accept the promise of a land and a name. It is then
played out as two great acts. The first is the slavery in Egypt, opening out into
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the Exodus, the giving of the Law, and the entry into the Promised Land. The /
second is the fall of Jerusalem, the exile and captivity in Babylon, and the joyous thn ‘t’he Bap‘hst Sﬂ(d S 0 :
return, promised by the prophets, longingly anticipated, and finally realized with “ . N Y ) e / \
amazement, poignant joy, and deep gratitude. The M&Sﬂﬁh (s COVHMﬂ .

Christians have made the whole sweep of the Hebrew Scriptures into Part One of Everj one wi U see ‘the gi’é’at (’h(l’l\g5 ﬁ‘mt
a larger drama, looking all the way back to the story of Adam and Eve, whose y [

exile from Eden becomes, in the hands of Paul, the key to all the later experience ~ &-Od' W‘“ do -to save us. v
not only of the covenant people but of the whole human family. The Sequel LUKE 3:4-6

and return, of loss and restoration. It introduces the voluntary humility of God,

(“Covenant 2”), takes to a new level the theme of slavery and liberation, of exile ~ L(
his entrance into our slavery, our exile, and our loss, and his victory that sets us \ Z
free for ever. - C =
o * \\ .
The Church has always turned to the Hebrew Scriptures for images to show what v -
God in Christ has done for us. We have used the images of the Exodus—the / : ,)‘
Paschal Lamb, the Red Sea, the Promised Land—to express our experience of / v ” '

restoration through the death and resurrection of Jesus. Our worship in Lent,

Holy Week and Easter abounds in these images. But the desolation of God’s ‘& ’
people amid the ruins of Jerusalem, or in exile, has been used in the Church 3 4 ‘

primarily as a way of expressing the desperate longing of the world for the coming
of the Redeemer. In Advent our Scriptures and our hymns more and more

express this longing, this promise, and the joy of its fulfillment. The hymn, z
“Comfort, comfort ye my people” (Hymnal 1982, #67), wonderfully expresses all (
these emotions. Try learning it with your children this Advent!
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JOHN WAS A PROPHET. HE TOLD 4OD'S PROMISES.

Long ago, God's people
werg slav/es. But God
promised to set them

free. 2
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God did set them free.
He led them through the
wilderness to the land
he had ’orom(sed.
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W\ey built a beautiful
city, JERUsALEM. But
enemies came. The

people were taken
away as pr(soners.

Again and. again, God
kept his promises, and
saved. them, and brought
them howe.
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Advent (s a time for remembering and hoping.
We remember the sad and terrible things
that happened to Gods people. We remember
Grod's promises: how he set his people free and
brought them home. We wait and hope for
tod 1o keep his promises to us, and make us
part of his Kingdom. Ay
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Lead Gods people through the wilderness, from slavery
to their own land and -the toly Gity of Terusalem!
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The Bivle (s the stor y of tods people. As God's people
rememoered. all the things that had happened o them,
they began to understand _what GoA is like, and what ¢
means to be his people. They saw the same kinds of things
happening to them again and again.

One of the things that happened. to God's pesple over and
over ggain is that they kept on promising o live in God s
ways, and then they Aid not keep their promise. Then their
Cnermes would conguer them. But alwa ys, God would kee;o his
promise, and set them free, and. bring them home!
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GoD PROMISED THAT HE woULD
ME)’SENG—&/( S0 THAT fov WllL BE READ‘/ FOR ME!
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COME T0 H(s PEOPLE . WHEN JESUS ,)
WAS BORN|, HE KEPT THAT PROMISE,

NOW WE WAIT FOR JESUS TO COME (S
AGAIN, AND BE W(TH US FUREVER!

19 Colony Road New Haven, CT~ 06511 UsA « 203 - 624-2520 ¢ www. the-sunday-paper.com

© 1985 by Grefchen Wolff Prifchard « THE SUNDAY FAPER

(( 6

AND THEN /YN K&D v AMIDEE s
il WS ARy b
AITED

méﬂ’/{s‘ - e
LONG (/\ lﬁ =3 ey (
wiL \’> s MHKE%
e J \\\\\ AN ‘(\@5’

>>,
g\

/WD B€ “ OFFERINGS .
BUT Witio Wil BE ABLE T
ot g %Mi@ it A RN L
/n Aﬂ(:/ent’ we remember how éad kee/os his promise and
never staps loving Nis people. We wait for nim to set us free !
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R T [ FOR HIM To COME To Us!
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