A NOTE TO PARENTS

Palm Sunday begins in joy, but the joy is fragile ... and before we are finished,
today, we will have been led to the foot of the Cross and made to stare at the Son
of God, gasping out his life. Is this an image we want to hold before our children?
Or do we try to shield them from it, or soft-pedal it in favor of the more cheery
aspects of the Gospel: Jesus as teacher, healer and friend?

[ remember my children talking about Jesus’s prayer in Gethsemane. One of
them said, “It helps me, when I'm scared, to know that Jesus could be scared too.”
Many of us have felt the same way. And yet, when you think of it, it hardly
makes sense: how is our anguish made any more bearable by the knowledge that
someone else has felt the same way? Logically, that is no help at all: it in no way
removes whatever evil is causing our pain, and it offers the unpromising news that
even the One who is closest to God has horrors to endure that are as bad as
anything that has ever come the way of any human. What have we to look
forward to in trying to love and serve God, when the life of the Messiah himself
comes to this point of total abandonment?

Mercifully, logic is not the whole story. Humans in pain persist in being consoled
by the knowledge that someone else whom they love and trust has “been there,”
knows what it feels like, and has emerged on the other side, still in one piece and
ready to hold out a loving hand in the darkness. God has not built his universe
on logic alone, but on emotional truth: on love, risk, freedom and hope. Having
made us free to turn from him and hurt each other, he then comes to us in the
only way he can—to allow us to hurt him, and to “be there” for us in whatever
this crazy world may do to us, whatever we may do to ourselves, whatever we may
do to each other. It may not make sense, but it is true to human nature, and
children know this. The Cross is frightening, but it would be much more
frightening to live in a world where God did not know what it feels like to be
terribly hurt. And we know that Jesus did emerge in the other side, truly “in one
piece”—and ready to hold out his hands to us for ever and ever. “Hosanna, Son
of Man! Hosanna!”
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THIS (S PALM SUNDAY.

TJesus came to Jerusalem.
People waved palms and
shouted, “Hosanna!”

On Thursday of that week,
Jesus shared "bread and
wine with his friends. But
Jesus had enemies, too.

That night, his enemies
found him and took him
to jail. On Friday, he was

killed on a p Cross.
/ -

Jesus's friends took his
body down, and buried

it n a cave tomb.

Palm Sunday is the first day of tory week. This week,
we remember how Jesus gave up his life for us.

On mAaUNDY THURSDAY, we remember his Last Supper
with his friends. On Good FRiIDAY we remember how

he died on the cross. We call it “good," because
Jesus died to br(nﬂ us new life.

At the end of toly Week, it is €ASTER! Put the
month and. days on the calenday, and decorate it.
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This Sunday has two names. Usually, we call it PALU SUKDAY.
On Palm Sunday, Jesds came into Jerdsalem for the Passover
festival. When™ people heard. he was coming, they spread their
clothes for a carpet, and waved. brandnes, and shouted,
"Hosanna! Hooray for Jesus the Messiah!" So today in church
we carty palms, and sing hymns of welcome to Jesus, our
Messiah and King!
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The other name for this Sunday (s THE SUNDAY OF THE PASSION.
(‘PASSION" means Jesuss suffering.)” When Jesus came to Jerusalem,
his enemies were wating to arrest him and &ill him. Jesus
became the true Messiah by being willing to Ale on the crss, to

set all God's people free!
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The week between Palm Sunday and Easter (s called toty
week. This is the week when we celebrate the mghty deeds that
Jesus, the Messiah, Aid to set us free from s and death.

Jesus carne to Jerusalem on falm Sunday, to celebrate the

Pussover, the great Jewish festival of freedom. At fassover; God's

poeople remember how he set them free fom slavery in Eqypt.
We call Jesus's fassover celebration ‘The Last Supper;* because he
died the next day. We remember the Last Sugper on Thursduy
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Week . We'learn how Jesus_gave the Passover a new
by what he did that night and the next day.

This Thursday is sometimes called. mavndy THURSDAY. Maundy'
means ‘commandment.” At the Last Supper, Jesus gave his

disciples a. new commandument to live by!
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The ﬁfw(a in Ho( Week (s the da Tesus died. We call it
00D FRIDAY becausa W@ believe Taus s death gives us life.

Ever since we first dzsobeyed God, we have all had to die.
Death (s our punishment for sin. But Jesus changed al that.
He wasn't a sinner- He Aidn't have to die. He came to share our
death. He did our Aying for us. Because he did that, now we
can be free. We still have to die, but instead ofbemy a
punishment, it (s our WAl to share Jesus's obedience. [t (s
our Way out ot being sinners. It 15 our way back to God !
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ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN!
THE LORD IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA!

:

DY
I got me flowers to straw thy way; N
I got me boughs off many a tree, The anﬂel Sa(d to ﬁ’le WOmeV),
But thou wast up by break of day, ((He (S not hem —_ .

And brought’st thy sweets along with thee. |2

he is risen
MARK (6:6

The Sun arising in the East,

Though he give light, and the East perfume;
If they should offer to contest

With thy arising, they presume.

Can there be any day but this,

Though many suns to shine endeavour?
We count three hundred, but we miss:
There is but one, and that one ever.

George Herbert (1593-1632)

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death,
and upon those in the tombs bestowing life.

Eastern Orthodox liturgy

O God, who by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ destroyed
death and brought life and immortality to light: Grant that we, who have been
raised with him, may abide in his presence and rejoice in the hope of eternal
glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
dominion and praise for ever and ever. Amen.

Book of Common Prayer, p. 223
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on Friday. .Saturday was
the Sabbath, the Day of

\17

Jesus died, and was buried,
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Early on Sunday moming,

some of Je esus’syﬁ'(endsj

went 1o tend his grave.
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They saw an angel ! The
angel satd, "Don’t be
scared.! Jesus (s alive!”

“Run and tell Peter and
the others! Soon, you will

see Jesus yow.selves! '
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Easter is the most special and wondertul day in
the curch’s year. Now we know that noth(ng can
stop God's love, not even death. God gave Jesus
new life, and Jesus shares it with us.
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What makes Easter a special and wondertul day for you?
Draw that (n the picture.




\\ Year B C‘«%’G &fﬁ

> ’ carb

AR UNDANEPAIRERY::

,%/’ & ‘\V ‘ N R

DI ALLELVIAL ABLELVIAT CHIRIST 05 RISEY BROM THE DEADY S3#9
Jesus died for us—and now e lives for us! This s the

Good News of Easter. It is the best news we colld ever hear,

because tt means that no matter how much we have turned

away from God, he has not turned away from us. We were

caught in sin and fear and death, and he has set us free.

te sent his Son to be with us, to share vur (ife and our Aedth,

and to be our Messiah. And when pesple even kilfed the

Messiah, even that did vt stop God. God _gave Jesus new life

that will last for ever And (f we say “des” to him, he gives

(€ 1o us, too. He gives us his /ijdom te keeps all nis ancient

promises. He makes us his own children. Alleluia!
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Our Gospel an Easter morming (5 the story of the wonderful,
mysterious discovery that Jesuss friends made at his tomp!
AT LERST NoW WE'LL HAVE TIME TO WRAP HiM IZwo' ! THE STONEY <~ |/
PROPERLY, AND USE THE VERY BEST. QU'Q] ISN'T oVER THE W
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Mark (6:1-§

JESUS DIED 0N A ERIDAY,
SATURDAY WAS THE SAGBATH,
S0 HIS FRIENDS STAYED HOME,
GARLY ON SUNDAY MORNING,
THE WOMEN WenT To HiS Tome!
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A Jesus. Look!
HE ISN'T HERE!

L oq.—_ HE IS RISEN!! J//T HIS ERIENDS! > <AV
D . S (TMEANS CHRIST
TNz MIZDYID Z. j 15 RISEN! ALLELUIA!




