
  

 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & PARISH DAY SCHOOL 

Sun., Dec. 27, 2020 – 10:15 a.m. 

The First Sunday After Christmas 

Prelude Gesu Bambino                 Yon/Tornquist 
Carol Diggs, flute & Jason Largent, piano 

Welcome 

Carol  Once in Royal David’s City, vs. 1-3                    Irby 
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Bidding Prayer 

Celebrant Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy: a Savior is born to you. Alleluia.  

People  Unto us a child is born. Alleluia.  

Celebrant  

Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once more 
the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger. Let us 
hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our rebellion 
against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let us make 
this place glad with our carols of praise.  

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity and 
mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country and in this city.  

And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the 
cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the 
aged and little children, as well as all those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which 
no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are 
one for evermore. Amen.  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we  
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Celebrant 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the 
fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.  

Carol  Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light               Ermuntre dich 
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First Lesson                   Genesis 3: 8–15; 17–19 

God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his seed will bruise the serpent’s head.  

The man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the 
evening breeze, and they hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of 
the garden. But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?" He said, "I 
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself." He 
said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded 
you not to eat?" The man said, "The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit 
from the tree, and I ate." Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this that you have 
done?" The woman said, "The serpent tricked me, and I ate." The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 

cursed are you among all animals 

and among all wild creatures; 

upon your belly you shall go, 

and dust you shall eat 

all the days of your life. 

I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

and between your offspring and hers; 

he will strike your head, 

and you will strike his heel.” 

And to the man he said, 

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 

and have eaten of the tree 

about which I commanded you, 

‘You shall not eat of it’, 

cursed is the ground because of you; 

in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 

thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 

and you shall eat the plants of the field. 

By the sweat of your face 

you shall eat bread 

until you return to the ground, 

for out of it you were taken; 

you are dust, 

and to dust you shall return.” 

Carol  The Truth From Above           Ralph Vaughan-Williams 
Drew Carlson, soloist 
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Second Lesson                    Genesis 22:15-18 

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.  

The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, "By myself I have 
sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only 
son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and 
as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and 
by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have 
obeyed my voice." 

Carol  Creator of the Stars of Night            Conditor alme siderum 

Third Lesson              Isaiah 9: 2; 6-7 

The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour.  

The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 
on them light has shined. 

For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; 
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authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

Carol  Comfort, Comfort Ye My People             Psalm 42 
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Fourth Lesson                  Isaiah 11: 1-3a; 4a; 6-9 

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.  

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, 

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

With righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze, 

their young shall lie down together; 

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 

They will not hurt or destroy 

on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

as the waters cover the sea. 

Carol  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                arr. McIlveen 
Susan McKenzie, bells & Jason Largent, bells 

Fifth Lesson                  Luke 1: 26-35; 38 

The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The LORD is with you." But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to 
her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the LORD God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." Mary said to 
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the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God." Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of 
the LORD; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her. 

Carol  The Angel Gabriel             Gabriel’s Message 
My Soul Doth Magnify the Lord                R. Thompson 
Donna Hesson, solo 
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Sixth Lesson               Luke 2: 1; 3-7 

St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.  

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Gali-
lee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 
family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was ex-
pecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 

Carol  What Child Is This?                 arr. McIlveen 
Carol Diggs & Susan McKenzie, bells 

Seventh Lesson                  Luke 2: 8-16 

The shepherds go to the manger.  

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the LORD stood before them, and the glory of the LORD shone around them, 
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is the Messiah, the LORD. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 
cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the LORD has made known 
to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

Carol  I Wonder as I Wander              John Jacob Niles 
Russ Corbett, solo 
 

Eighth Lesson                      Matthew 2: 1-12 

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.  

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we  
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
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`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; 
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When 
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen 
at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to  
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

Carol  Lute Carol                           Caldwell 
Dawn Lanzolotti Luedtke, solo & Carol Diggs, flute 

 

Ninth Lesson                   John 1: 1-14 

St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all  
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 
to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who  
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a  
father's only son, full of grace and truth. 
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Carol O Come, All Ye Faithful                           Adeste Fidelis 
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Collect  

Celebrant  Let us pray. O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, 
  the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who  
  humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns 
  with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Peace   Remain standing. 

Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Announcements 

Offertory Sentence 

But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
                    Hebrews 13:15, 16 

Offertory Anthem  In the Bleak Midwinter              Thiman 
Donna Hesson, solo 

Offertory 
Text “SJEC” to 73256; visit stjohnsec.org/give; PayPal: give@stjohnsec.org; or Venmo: @StJohnsECMD 

Concluding Prayer 

O God, you make us glad with the yearly festival of the birth of your son Jesus Christ: grant that 
we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he 
comes again in glory. Be born in us, Lord Jesus Christ.  

The Christmas Blessing  
May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one, things earthly and heavenly, fill you with 
his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you, and remain with you always. Amen.  (BOS) 
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Carol  Go, Tell It on the Mountain      Go Tell It on the Mountain  

Dismissal 

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God.  

Postlude      
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PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Alma, Autumn Aje, Beverly Baker, Jacyn Baker, William Eric Boin, Kelly Brown, Cathy, Oliver Chang, 
Melissa Chavez, Teddy Clarke, Diane, Jeffrey Edmonds, Leslie Edmonds, Steven Edmonds, June Elder, 
Amy Gebhard, George, Tom Goetting, Frank Grondahl, James Grubb, Jennette & Richard Hamilton,  
The Rev. Randy Haycock, Natalie Cox Hennes, Chris Jones, Kathy & Joe, Kathryn & Jim, James Kreckel, 
Cathy Kulpinski, Amy Lederer Shapiro, Nancy Maestri, Emily Mello, Carol Mello, Tom & Pat Merson, 
Michael, Charles Miller, Bob Monkouski, Jerry O’Neill, Beblon Parks, Famebridge Payne, Pete Riker, 
Marilyn Scala, Heather Schwenk, Shirley & Jack, Pam Sikora, Kim & Rodney Smith, Lauren Smith,  
Wallace Stebbins, Bettie Sullivan, Joell Szachara, Karin Tourtellotte, Jim & Verity Truby, Michael  
Turmala, Jennifer Turner, James Vanderheiden, Chris Walsh, Sr., Vanessa Williams, and Allen "Mitch" 
Wright. 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED:    Don Lord; Frederic (Ted) Fitter  

FOR THOSE IN HARM'S WAY: Jonas Kelsall, Keith Scharnhorst, Barry Weimer, Kristina Randazzo, 
Chris Peterson, Mike Jackson, and Scott Geist. 

Our community shares the compassion of prayer with members and beyond. To have someone included on 
our prayer list, you may: Contact the Parish Office by phone; or email your prayer request to Tracey Stone 
at tstone@stjohnsec.org. Names will remain on the prayer list for 30 days. After the initial 30 days, if 
you wish to have a name stay on the list, please re-submit your request. 

as of 12.22.2020 
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Thank you to all who made this worship possible! 

 
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & PARISH DAY SCHOOL 
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All prayers and music are used with copyright  
permission. Selections are taken from: 
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Class of 2021 
Lauren Brown 
Peace Okoya 
Mike Sullivan 

Kara Zaron 

Class of 2022 
Katie Baughman 
Jackie Cumello 

Mike Runge 
Phil Stackhouse 

Class of 2023 
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Vivian Stone 

Eric Tich 
Susan Watts 

Ex-Officio: Ji Su Hong 


