ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
AND PARISH DAY SCHOOL
We welcome you here at St. John’s to be met by God,
who already knows you and loves you.

Sun., Nov. 28, 2021, 10:30 a.m.
First Sunday of Advent

THE WORD OF GOD
* During this phase of Covid restrictions, the congregation is allowed to sing with masks.
Music pages are indicated in blue and are located near the back of the bulletin.*

Prelude Peace Before Us
Opening Hymn Good News

Haas
M-1

Welcome
Opening Acclamation
Celebrant
Blessed are you, holy and living One.
People
You come to your people and set them free.
Celebrant
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hymn of Praise Kryie Eleison

Page-Clark

Collect of the Day
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Let us pray. Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put
on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus
Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come
again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to
the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The First Reading Please be seated.
Jeremiah 33:14-16
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days

Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be
called: "The Lord is our righteousness."
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Psalm
Psalm 25: 1-9
Please join in reading the Psalm responsively by whole verse. The congregation reads parts in bold.
1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
my God, I put my trust in you; *
let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
3 Show me your ways, O Lord, *
and teach me your paths.
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.
5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting.
6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; *
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.
8 He guides the humble in doing right *
and teaches his way to the lowly.
9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness *
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.
The Second Reading
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because
of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever
is lacking in your faith.
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the Lord
make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you.
And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and
Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Hymn Prepare the Way O Zion (vs. 1&2 before; vs. 3)
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The Gospel
Celebrant
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 21:25-36

Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then
they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. Now when these
things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing
near."
Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves
you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these
things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation
will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will not pass away.
"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the
worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who
live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man."
Celebrant
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon

Chaplain Kiona Lookingbill

The Nicene Creed Please stand as you are able; said by all.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
The Lector and People pray responsively. At the conclusion of each petition,
Lector
O come, o come, Emmanuel
People:
Be our hope and our salvation.
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Confession of Sin
Celebrant
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
All

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Absolution
Celebrant
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins,
true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of God’s Holy
Spirit. Amen.
The Peace
The People may greet one another safely.
Celebrant
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And also with you.
Announcements

THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory Sentence
God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to you. Prepare the
way before us.
Offertory Anthem Come to Us
M-3
Eucharistic Prayer C Remain standing as you are able.
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Lift up your hearts.
People
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
People
Glory to you for ever and ever.
Celebrant
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space,
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
People
By your will they were created and have their being.
Celebrant
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us
with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we
turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.
People
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Celebrant
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed
your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a
woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.
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People
Celebrant

By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets,
apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to
you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

Sanctus St. John’s Sanctus

P.A. Newman

The Celebrant continues
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by
water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy
Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and
gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of
thanksgiving,
People
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.
Celebrant
Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us.
Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for
strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion
make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his
name.
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People
Celebrant

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and
worship, from generation to generation. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,
Our Father

M-4

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Celebrant
Behold what you are;
People
May we become what we receive.
Celebrant
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
COMMUNION
This is God’s Table, and at this Table, God feeds us and blesses us with what we need to be the Church,
Christ’s body in the world. In the Episcopal Church, children as well as adults receive Communion, for
together we are the Body of Christ. Everyone is welcome to receive Communion or a Blessing. If you require
a gluten-free wafer, please ask the minister. To receive a Blessing instead of Communion, cross your hands
across your chest. The minister will affirm God’s blessing on you.
Communion Hymn Give Me Jesus

M-5

The Post-Communion Prayer Pray together.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament of his Body
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path;
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and
remain with you always. Amen.
Closing Hymn Christ Be Our Light
Dismissal
Celebrant
People

M-6

Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Christ Be Our Light (reprise)
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Reflection
Welcome to St. John’s on this First Sunday of Advent. Advent is the beginning of a new year
for the church. It’s a season of double expectation: preparation for Christmas; and dwelling with
our faithful expectation of when Christ will come again. Our scriptures in Advent begin with
themes of waiting and longing, expectation and redemption. Often we think of these “end of the
world” pronouncements, the coming of the apocalypse with fear. Our readings offer another
perspective. “Stand up and raise your head,” Jesus says. Look for signs of hope. Even as the
pandemic continues to rage, the climate changes, even as political tides shift and inaction seems
the norm you are invited to consider the following this week:
1. What pressures are weighing you down and preventing you from seeing signs of hope.
2. Where do you long to experience God’s presence and love?
3. In what ways is God inviting you to be a sign of hope?

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS
Bill Albrecht, Amanda, Amelia, Jerry Anderson, Beverly Baker, Jacyn Baker, William Boin, Maya
Bragdon, Kelly Brown, Mike Burchett, Barbara Burris, Oliver Chang, Melissa Chavez, Teddy Clarke,
Collington Square families, Whit, Leah, & JT Davis, Taryn DeCicco, Linda & Jerry Dietz, Bill Dixon,
Chuck Doan, Leslie Edmonds, Steven Edmonds, Betty Elder, June Elder, Carol Emerick, Mike English,
Sarah English, Dan FitzGerald, Sherry FitzGerald, Ed Goldstein, Martha Guillet, Samuel C. Harris Sr.,
Caia Hadar, Bettye Howard, Jack, Shirley & Laurie, Jean, Ethan Jeanneault, Chris Jones, Gerald Kenney,
The Kircher Family, Cathy Kulpinski, Amy Lederer Shapiro, Lorraine, Reegan Lueken, Raul Marroquin,
Karen McCaulley, The Rev. Sheila McJilton, Pat Merson, Charles Miller, Bob Monkouski, Sarah Nelson,
Patty O’Connor, Beblon Parks, Famebridge Payne, Claire Reed, Kathy Rockefeller, Julie Schablitsky,
Heather Schwenk, Pam Sikora, The Stavrou Family, Wallace Stebbins, Patience Tagbo & Family, Alicia Townsend, Verity Weston-Truby, James Vanderheiden, Jonathan Weston-Dawkes, Lynnette Winde, Kay Wise,
Allen "Mitch" Wright, and Bob Zedosky.
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED:
THE HISTORIC CHURCH ALTAR has been decorated by St. John’s Parish Day School teachers with gifts from
God’s harvest given by school faculty and staff.
FOR THOSE IN HARM'S WAY: Jonas Kelsall, Keith Scharnhorst, Barry Weimer, Kristina Randazzo, Chris
Peterson, and Mike Jackson.
To have someone included on our prayer list, you may: Contact the Parish Office by phone; or email your prayer request to
Tracey Stone at tstone@stjohnsec.org. Names will remain on the prayer list for 30 days. After the initial 30 days, if you
wish to have a name stay on the list, please re-submit your request.
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M-1
Opening Hymn Good News

Traditional
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M-2
The Gospel Hymn Prepare the Way O Zion (vs. 1&2 before; vs. 3) Bereden väg för Svenska Kyrkan
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M-3
Offertory Anthem Come to Us

Original words & music by Greg Walton/adapt. by Eric Tich
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M-4
Our Father Sung as a call and response. Congregation sings words in parentheses.

Our Father (Our Father)
Who art in heaven (Who art in heaven)
Hallowed be Thy name (Hallowed be Thy name)
Thy kingdom come (Thy kingdom come)
Thy will be done (Thy will be done)
On earth (On earth)
As it is in heaven (As it is in heaven)
Give us this day (Give us this day)
The food we need (The food we need)
And forgive our sins (And forgive our sins)
As we forgive those (As we forgive those)
Who sin against us all (Who sin against us all)
And lead us not (And lead us not)
Into temptation (Into temptation)
But deliver us (But deliver us)
From all evil (From all evil)
UNISON: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever
Forever (Forever)
And ever (And ever)
UNISON: Hallowed be Thy name.
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Jim Strathdee

M-5
Communion Hymn Give Me Jesus

Fernando Ortega

12

M-6
Closing Hymn Christ Be Our Light

Farrell
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There are 12 opportunities to purchase a window arrangement.
Following Christmas worship, the flowers will be shared with the sick,
homebound, area hospitals, and nursing homes. Christmas flower
envelopes are located at the Welcome Centers can be placed in
the offering plate or mailed/dropped off at the Church Office.
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ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & PARISH DAY SCHOOL
9120 Frederick Road  Ellicott City, MD 21042
Office: 410-461-7793  Clergy On-call Phone: 443-538-2806
Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Fri. Closed
www.stjohnsec.org  www.stjohnspds.org
Saturdays, 5:00 p.m.: Contemplative Worship, Historic Church
Sundays, 9:00 a.m.: Contemporary Worship, All Saints Hall
Sundays, 10:30 a.m.: Traditional Worship, Historic Church &
Livestream Worship on YouTube (https://bit.ly/SJEC-YouTube)
주일 성찬예배 오전 10:30, 한국어 성찬예배는 Resurrection 채플에서 드립니다.
Every Evening, 9:00 p.m.: Compline on Facebook Live (https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsec.org)
Find more worship information at https://www.stjohnsec.org

VESTRY

CLERGY & STAFF
The Rev. Ann M. Ritonia
Rector

Ken Wireman
Senior Warden

The Rev. Stephen Hagerty
Senior Associate Rector for Discipleship

Mike Salmons
Junior Warden
Ann Corbett
Treasurer

The Rev. Dr. Katrina L. Grusell
Associate Rector for Pastoral Care
& UMBC Chaplain

Beth Mackey
Registrar

The Rev. Barnabas Lee
Associate Rector & Diocesan Asian Missioner
The Rev. J. Joseph Hart
Assisting Clergy
Ms. Kiona Lookingbill
Chaplain Associate for the Parish Day School
& Children’s Faith Formation

Class of 2022
Katie Baughman
Scot Millen
Mike Runge
Phil Stackhouse
Class of 2023
Ann Corbett
Vivian Stone
Eric Tich
Susan Watts
Class of 2024
Sarah Nelson
Jason Sutula
Jennifer Wamble
Kara Zaron
Ex-Officio: Ji Su Hong

Mr. Jason Largent
Director of Music Ministries
Mr. Eric Tich
All Saints Hall Music Coordinator

COPYRIGHTS & PERMISSIONS
All prayers and music are used with copyright
permission. Selections are taken from:
The Book of Common Prayer (BCP); the 1982
Hymnal; Lift Every Voice & Sing Hymnal; and
The Book of Occasional Services. Each of these
publications is from Church Publishing Inc., New York.
Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701375
and CCLI License #314513, or by permission.

Ms. Georgi Funderburk
Interim Youth Minister
Like Us, Follow Us, Watch Us Online:
Facebook: Facebook.com/StJohnsec.org
Instagram: @StJohnsECMD
YouTube: https://bit.ly/SJEC-YouTube

Thank you to all who made this worship possible!

If you would like to serve in worship, please visit www.stjohnsec.org/serving-in-worship for details.
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